PyMovie & PyOTE, Installation Instructions
(Instructions for Windows, Mac’s and other platforms)
Date- 2026/08/01-1      DRAFT (with edits from Bob Anderson and an edit by Paul Walker)

Put together by Paul Walker.    You can send questions, corrections, comments to him at paulwaav@together.net.

Bob Anderson has created new versions that install themselves on Windows (and versions for Macs and other platforms).    It's much easier to install now.

PyMovie version 4.2.0 was released on 4/24/2026.

PyOTE version 5.8.0 was released on 5/15/2026. 

Disclaimer:
The Windows instructions do not cover all variations of Windows out there.    The last security update to the computer used for these instructions was 7/15/2026.    The instructions for Mac/other platforms have not been tried on all platforms.

If you run into issues you can’t work through, send an email to Bob Anderson (primary) (bob.anderson.ok@gmail.com) and/or Paul Walker (paulwaav@together.net) or the IOTA group (IOTAoccultations@groups.io).

There are 3 sections:
Sect. 1 & 2 for Windows computers
Sect. 3 for other operating systems including Mac computers.

NOTE- If you run into a roadblock or something doesn’t seem to have worked, you can just start at the beginning and try again.

1) Windows installation - Start here

a) You must have an Internet connection.

b) If installing PyMovie go to: 
github.com/bob-anderson-ok/pymovie

c) If installing PyOTE go to: 
github.com/bob-anderson-ok/py-ote

d) For either installation, on these github pages, scroll down to “Installing”

e) Read the instructions.

f) Go back up to the top of “Installing”, look for “latest release” and click on it.
This brings you to another web page.

g) Scroll down to “Assets”
Click on “PyMovie.exe” (or “PyOTE.exe”). GitHub responds to this click by initiating a download to your computer of that file.
To the upper right of your screen you will likely see that it is downloading.

h) Not so Windows savvy?    Skip down to section 2), otherwise continue below.

i) Depending on the Windows version and security updates you may have to tell Windows to accept the download.    Windows may also question whether the files are safe to install and/or whether the site they need to download other files from is trustworthy.

j) Create a folder where you want the program and copy the file into it.

k) Note: An Internet connection is required for the install to work.
Double-click the file. This process takes a minute or two the first time, then the program will open. After that, startup upon double-clicking will take only a few seconds (it takes place behind-the-scenes so be patient if it appears nothing is happening).

l) Create a shortcut to the program on the Desktop.

m) If it turns out you are quite savvy enough to carry out the steps above, go down to section 2)

n) FYI (from Bob Anderson): After you cajole Windows to run it, PyMovie.exe will create a virtual environment automatically (so nothing else gets touched on your machine), then it downloads the proper python version (you do not even have to have any python version on your machine at all), then download all of the required dependencies, and finally it will launch the app.




2) For the not so Windows savvy

a) Only one Windows scenario is covered here.    Depending on your version of Windows and security updates, Windows may flag the files as suspicious.    When you double click the file to install the program Windows may question whether they are safe to install and/or whether the site is trustworthy.

b) You may see a note like this in the upper right:
PyMovie.exe isn't commonly downloaded. Make sure you trust PyMovie.exe before you open it.

c) If you don’t see this, you may have to do something a little different than described here to get Windows accept the file.    
Otherwise you should be able to skip down to paragraph g).

d) If you do see this, place the mouse up there and look for 3 dots to the right, click on to see more options.
Select “Keep”
Another dialog box will open.

e) Find the down “arrow” next to the “Delete” button.
Click on the arrow and select “Keep anyway”.

f) Go to the download folder:
In Windows 11 find the yellow icon in the row of icons at the bottom of your screen that looks like a file folder.    Right mouse click on the icon and select “Downloads”.
The file should be at the top of the list of files.

g) Open a new “File Explorer” window:
Again find the yellow icon in the row of icons at the bottom of your screen that looks like a file folder. Right mouse-click on the icon and select “File Explorer”.)

h) Create a folder named PyMovie (or PyOTE):
Suggest you create it on the “(C:)” drive.
Select the “(C:)” drive (on the left near the middle) or other drive.
Find the “Å New” near the upper left corner of the window and click it.
Click on “Folder”.
Type PyMovie (or PyOTE), press “enter” on the keyboard.
Open the folder.

i) Go back to the Downloads window.    
Copy the PyMovie.exe (or PyOTE.exe) file and paste it into the folder you created above. 

j) Note- An Internet connection is required for the install to work.
Double click the PyMovie.exe (or PyOTE.exe) file.
You may see a dialog box pop up that says:
“Windows protected your PC”

k) If you don’t see this, the install will have started.  This process takes a minute or two the first time, then the program will open.  After that, starting up the program will take only a few seconds (it takes place behind-the-scenes so be patient if it appears nothing is happening).

l) If you do see the dialog box and text:  
Look for “More info” on the left side and click on it.  At the bottom right you should see a button labeled “Run anyway”.  Click that button and the install will start.

m) Create a shortcut for PyMovie (or PyOTE) on your Desktop:
Go to the location where you put the PyMovie.exe (or PyOTE.exe).    
Copy PyMovie.exe (or PyOTE.exe)
Go to the Desktop
Right mouse click on any open area of the Desktop.
Select “Paste shortcut”.

n) To install PyOTE go back to “1) Windows installation - Start here”.

3) For Mac users and other non-Windows operating systems

a) Same as for Windows, if installing PyMovie:
Go to github.com/bob-anderson-ok/pymovie

b) Same as for Windows, if installing PyOTE:
Go to github.com/bob-anderson-ok/py-ote

c) Scroll down to the “Installing from source (any platform)”
Follow the instructions there. Bob has successfully installed the app on a Mac with M1 Apple silicon. It should work with Intel silicon, but he has no test bed for that.

Please give Bob Anderson (bob.anderson.ok@gmail.com) feedback about your experiences with the info on his GitHub page. He will change any confusing wording. His hope is to remove all friction points for getting PyMovie and PyOTE installed.
